
FALL FOCUS SERIES #2 – THE BORROWER 
GROW GROUP LEADERS GUIDE 

 
This guide is provided to assist you in leading your grow group. Use the elements of this 
guide as you see fit for your group.  
 
LEADER PREPARATION  

1. Passages to read:  
 Proverbs 22:7 
 Romans 13:7-10 
 Psalm 37:21 
 Hebrews 13:5 
 Matthew 6:24 

 
    

2. Introduction to Proverbs (adapted from ESV study Bible):  
  Author and Date- 
  Proverbs itself mentions Solomon (reigned c. 971–931 B.C.) as author or 

collector of its contents (1:1; 10:1), including the proverbs copied by Hezekiah’s 
men (25:1). There are also two batches of sayings from a group called “the wise” 
(22:17–24:22; 24:23–34), and “oracles” from Agur (30:1–33) and Lemuel (31:1–
9). But no author is named for the song in praise of the excellent wife that ends 
the book (31:10–31). 

  
  Theme- 

Proverbs states its theme right at the book’s beginning (1:1–7): its goal is to 
describe and instill “wisdom” in God’s people, a wisdom that is founded in the 
“fear of the LORD” and that works out covenant life in the practical details of 
everyday situations and relationships. 
 
Purpose, Occasion, and Background- 
Proverbs is the prime example of “Wisdom Literature” in the OT, the other books 
being Job, Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Solomon, together with the wisdom 
psalms (e.g., Psalm 112). In the NT, James is usually counted as a wisdom book, 
and parts of Jesus’ teaching belong in this category as well. 
 
A key term in Proverbs is of course “wisdom.” The word (Hb. khokmah) can have 
the nuance of “skill” (as it does in Ex. 28:3), particularly the skill of choosing the 
right course of action for the desired result. In the covenantal framework of 
Proverbs, it denotes “skill in the art of godly living.” 
The opening of the book also discloses its intended audience (Prov. 1:4–5): the 
simple, the youth, the wise, and the one who understands.  
 



The nature of Proverbs shows why Christians, who do not live in the theocracy 
established by the Mosaic covenant, should still find in this book wisdom for 
their lives. God gave the Mosaic covenant to his people out of his grace, in order 
to restore human life to its proper functioning within the specific context of the 
Israelite theocracy. In the same way the Christian message is God’s gracious way 
of restoring human life for all kinds of people, fulfilling the promises made to the 
patriarchs. Both situations express the same grace of God, and both have the 
goal of restoring the image of God in man. Further, many of the proverbs make 
use of wise observations of God’s world—which is the same world in which 
Christians live today. For all the “local” features found in the book (e.g., a society 
based on agriculture; Palestinian climate; Mosaic institutions), its wisdom is 
universally applicable. Therefore it is no surprise that NT authors readily make 
use of its individual proverbs (e.g., Rom. 12:20, using Prov. 25:21–22; Heb. 12:5–
6, using Prov. 3:11–12) and its broader themes (e.g., James as a wisdom book), 
setting the pattern for Christians of all ages. 
 

3. Romans 13:7-10 Commentary (From Constables Notes): 
 CONDUCT TOWARD UNBELIEVERS 13:8-10 
Paul had previously glorified the importance of love among believers (12:9-10; 
cf. 1 Cor. 13). Now he urged this attitude toward all people, though unbelievers 
are primarily in view in this chapter. The connecting link in the argument is our 
obligations to government (v. 7) and to our fellow citizens (v. 8; cf. Gal. 5:13-15). 
 
13:8The NASB translation “Owe nothing to anyone” is misleading because it 
contradicts Jesus’ teaching to loan to those who want to borrow from you (Matt. 
5:42). He implied that borrowing is not always wrong. The New Testament does 
not forbid borrowing, only the practice of charging exorbitant interest on loans 
and failing to pay debts (Matt. 25:27; Luke 19:23). There are two kinds of debts: 
those with the lender’s consent and those without his consent. It is the second 
type to which Paul apparently referred here. The NIV’s “Let no debt remain 
outstanding” avoids the problem and gives the correct interpretation. 
 
“Christians are to leave no debts, no obligations to their fellowmen, 
undischarged.”[442] 
 
Some Christians who have trouble controlling their indebtedness have found 
motivation for cutting up their credit cards in this verse, but Paul did not say that 
all borrowing is wrong. 
 
We do have a debt that continues forever. It is our obligation to seek the welfare 
of our fellow human beings (cf. 8:4). The Mosaic Law required the same thing 
(Lev. 19:18, cf. Matt. 22:39), but it provided no internal power to love. In Christ 
we have the indwelling Holy Spirit who produces love within us as a fruit of His 
life (Gal. 5:22-23). 



 
“This is not a prohibition against a proper use of credit; it is an underscoring of a 
Christian’s obligation to express divine love in all interpersonal 
relationships.”[443] 

  
   

GROUP ACTIVITY: “First Credit Card” 
  - Objective: Share about your experience with credit cards/debt.    
  
  - Directions: Go around the room and have everyone share about the first 

time they got a credit card or the first time they borrowed money. 
 

  
  - Take Away: My goal in this very simple conversation starter, is to: 1) see 

where your group is at when it comes to debt and borrowing money 2) 
helps us start to see our connection with our habits in money and what 
scripture tells us about money. 

  
   
SCRIPTURE MEMORIZATION 
 Work together to put to memory Proverbs 14:12 ESV  

 
There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death. 
 

 Remember that the key to memorization is repetition. 
 Ask group members to consider how they might help the rest of their group 
 memorize the passage. Some ways to do this include: 
   • Writing the passage out in notes that they then send to the others 
   • Calling the other group members to quote the passage 
   • Putting the passage to music and teach it to the group 
   • Making a poster for you meeting place that has the passage on it 
   • Putting hand motions to the group’s recitation of the passage 
   • Commit to pray for other group members to be able to remember 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STUDY/REVIEW  
1. Discussion Helps: 

 - Invite all group members to participate in the discussion of questions. Don’t 
allow one or two individuals to dominate the discussions. At times ask 
quieter individuals a question directly to get them involved. 

 - Keep the discussion going by having participants explain their answers. If 
someone gives an off target or untrue (unbiblical) answer, ask them to 
explain why they believe it is true. Then gently correct as necessary with 
scripture when possible. 

2. Group Discussion: 
 - This follows the Review/Study Guide from Sunday’s bulletin (in bold).  
 - Notes in italics have been added to assist you in guiding your group to 

appropriate conclusions. 
 
 

In the following passages, what does it say about debt or money? 
Proverbs 22:7 Those who borrow money are enslaved or are under the power of 
the lender.  
Psalm 37:21 The wicked borrows and doesn’t pay back.  Righteous people give 
and do it generously. 
Hebrews 13:5 Don’t love money.  Be content. 
Matthew 6:24 You can’t serve both God and money. 

 
Answer the following questions with the verses above in mind: 

Does scripture warn us of the power money can have over someone? In what 
ways?  Yes it does.  It tells not to serve the love of money and to be free from 
the love.  That when we owe money there is a power or bondage over you until 
it is repaid. 
What is the warning in Proverbs 22:7?  That when money is borrowed that you 
are under that power until it is payed off 
What is the warning in Matthew 6:24? Money can become a master in our lives.   
Ask yourself the two main questions from the message: Who am I trusting? 
Who am I serving? These two questions are intended to get to the heart of how 
we use our money, not matter if we have debt or not.  These answers will be 
different for everyone.  Just help people answer these with the context of our 
actions and how we use money. 
Does the way you act (including how you spend money) reflect your answers to 
previous two questions?  This is connected with the previous questions and helps 
direct it more towards what we would desire our answer to be and more to if our 
actions really show that.  
How can you put your focus on loving others and giving to those in need this 
week?  This is another question that will be different for each person.  Help your 
group find practical ways.  Also discuss with your group if debt ever hinders them 
from doing these things.  Make sure to end in prayer, asking God for help and 
direction when it comes to every part of our lives. 


