
 
 

January 31, 2021 – Pastor Jason 
Jonah - Running Ahead of God 

 
Key Text:  Jonah 4:1-11 
 
Jonah shows displeasure at the repentance of the people of Nineveh 
  (vs.1). 
 
 
 
Jonah explains his anger (vs. 2-3). 
  
 
 
God questions Jonah’s heart (vs. 4). 
  
Shared Truth #1 - Godly ___________________ are beneficial to our walk.   
 
 
 
God prepares an object lesson for Jonah (vs. 5-8). 
 
Shared Truth #2 - God uses _______________________ to help us grow. 
 
 
 
God applies the object lesson (vs. 9-11).  
 
 
 

Final Response: 

  

Consider the _________________________ 

 

Consider the _________________________ 

 

 

Review & Study:  Jonah Chapter 4 
Work on putting to memory Luke 11:30 (ESV) - For as Jonah became a sign to the people 
of Nineveh, so will the Son of Man be to this generation.  
 

Read Jonah 3:10- 4:1-11 and answer the following questions: 

 

Verses 3:10-4:1-4 

*  According to verse 1, how did Jonah react to the Lord’s mercy on Nineveh? What does he 

   do with his displeasure in verse 2? What does his anger reveal about his view of God? 

*  How does Jonah’s prayer in verse 2 explain his anger in verse 1? Why is Jonah angry? 

   Why is God’s grace and mercy bad news to him in this moment? 

*  How is God described in verse 2? From where is Jonah quoting this (Exodus 34:6-7)?  

*  What does Jonah ask for in verse 3? Why does Jonah feel this way? What does this 

   communicate about what is most important to him? Where else have we seen Jonah’s 

   disregard for his own life (Jonah 1:12)? 

*  How does the Lord respond to Jonah in verse 4? What is He saying in this question? 

 

Verses 4:5-6  

*  What do we see Jonah doing in verse 5? Despite his acknowledgment of the Lord’s grace 

   and mercy in verse 2, what is Jonah still hoping the Lord will do? 

*  Jonah withdraws from Nineveh, the city where God just brought a multitude of Gentile 

   pagans to faith. As the prophet of God, what should Jonah have done (Matthew 28:19-20, 

   2 Timothy 2:1-2)? Once again, how do we see Jonah’s true priorities on display in this? 

*  What does the Lord do in verse 6? How does Jonah respond to the Lord’s provision? 

*  What does Jonah’s reaction teach us about what is truly important to him? How does his 

   exceeding gladness here contrast with his exceeding displeasure in verse 1? 

 

Verses 4:7-8 

*  What do we see God doing in verse 7-8? Why would God create the plant to give Jonah 

   shade and then take it away? What is the Lord trying to do? 

*  Review verse 6-8 again. How do we see God’s power and sovereignty in these verses? 

*  How does Jonah respond to his discomfort in verse 8? Has his heart changed at all since 

   verse 3? 

 

Verses 4:9-11 

*  Once again, how do we see the Lord confronting Jonah’s heart in verse 9? How does 

   Jonah respond to the Lord’s questioning? How should he have responded (Job 40:3-5)? 

*  According to verses 10-11, what was the Lord’s purpose in providing and then destroying 

   the plant? What is He trying to show Jonah? 

*  What does it mean that these people “do not know their right hand from their left?” (It 

   might be helpful to consult a few commentaries.) 

*  What do we learn about the Lord’s nature and character in verses 10-11? 

*  What does the abrupt end of the book teach us about its purpose? 


